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This movie is based off of apartheid in South Africa, and the idealistic leader Steve Biko and the newspaper editor Donald Woods.  This is more of an account of the life of Donald Woods and his escape from South Africa.  The movie describes meeting Biko, talking with him, going to places with him, and doesn’t get that in-depth with Steve Biko’s life.

From start to finish, it’s about how Donald Woods.  At first he labels Steve Biko as a black racist, but after meeting with him he changes his views and tries to help him get his view out into the open for Steve has been ‘banned,’ meaning he cannot be in contact with more then one person at a time.  Donald Woods meets with Steve Biko where he lived, saw the conditions his ‘people’ live in.  Donald got a first hand look at Steve’s world.  You usually see Steve and Donald at the same time, you rarely saw Steve with out him.  

For the fist half it was a great movie.  You saw both sides of the story, in a way.  But after Steve Biko was killed in prison the movie begins to decline.  Now it became a ‘want to be’ thriller while Donald Woods tries to escape South Africa.  From the nerve wreaking moments of the border police looking at his false passport, to the border police giving him his bag with Donald’s book in it.  Much of these suspense building moments could have been cut.  It seemed that it lost its momentum, after Biko’s death, of giving us a view of how blacks lived in South Africa.


For the first half of the movie, it was fantastic.  The acting of Denzel Washington, and Kevin Kline were very good.  Denzel really brought Steve Biko to life in my eyes.  The movie was great, except after the 1st half, we could have done with out a lot of the parts in the end.

Information that could have been stressed more would be Biko’s life, ideas, and more on apartheid.  Apartheid was separation of blacks and whites in South Africa, quite similar to how it was in North America.  Just in the past decade has apartheid begin to die.  
Biko was a South African political activist, founder and leader of the Black Consciousness Movement, born Kinwilliamstwon, Cape Province.   Biko was an educated man.  He went to college on a scholarship to University of Natal Medical School.  Biko’s idea was of blacks and whites living together without race being an issue.  He wanted blacks to confront the whites and demand equality.  

I would give it 1 and ½ thumbs up.

